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taking a position for my health!

On October 2, when they were meeting at the Special Federal Council
in Quebec City, the FIQ delegates took a unanimous position against
the detestable nature of the most recent management offer. However,
by a majority vote, they accepted that their representatives return to

the sectoral bargaining table. “Considering what the Government presented to us yesterday, we
are able to resume the formal negotiating process and return to the sectoral table. We feel we
now have a serious basis for discussion, from which we can negotiate. The Government has heard
our recriminations and taken a step in the right direction,” declared Régine Laurent.

The previous day, the delegates had visited Parliament Hill to show they were fed up. “The
demonstration was very peaceful,” Ms. Laurent explained at the end of the demonstration. “The
idea was to slow down the Ministers’ departure and tell them: “If it bothers you to be delayed a
few minutes as overtime, imagine what eight hours of compulsory overtime means for us.””
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Happy conclusions in Outaouais

The CSSS de Gatineau union team learned a few days ago that management had accepted to
suspend its decision, announced last February, to abolish two nurse positions assigned to organ
donations. The two nurses concerned were reinstated in their positions on September 21. “This is
a good example of how it is possible to change the way things are going when the population
mobilizes. We are very proud of our participation in this mobilization, which will allow the
Outaouais region to maintain its enviable position and its unique expertise in organ and tissue
donation,” Régine Laurent said at a press briefing.

Another great victory for the region’s healthcare professionals: the FIQ received confirmation
from Minister Barrette that the special status of the Outaouais region would no longer be called
into question and its funding will be taken from a special budget of the Minister of Health and
Social Services. This agreement will be signed shortly.
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